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Iliac Artery Syndrome: Successful Outcome after Endarterectomy
and Vein Patch Angioplasty
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Iliac artery syndrome has been described in competition cyclists or other endurance athletes who present with claudication
during intense activity. It may be difficult to diagnose, as the patient’s pulses and ankle brachial pressure index (ABPI) are
often normal at rest. We report a case of external iliac artery stenosis in a 30 year-old male competition cyclist. Exploration
revealed a markedly hypertrophied psoas muscle with a thickened external iliac artery. The course of the EIA was markedly
angulated down into the pelvis and then up over the prominent psoas muscle. It was treated successfully by iliac endar-
terectomy and vein patch angioplasty.
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Popliteal artery entrapment must be considered as a cause of claudication in young patients. Prompt diagnosis and early
surgical intervention improves the prognosis. We report a rare case in a young patient where the entrapment was caused by
the lateral, rather than the more common medial head of gastrocnemius. MRI demonstrated the anatomical abnormality
and prompt surgery via a posterior approach produced a good outcome.
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Epithelioid hemangioendothelioma (EHE) is an extremely rare tumor of vascular origin with intermediate malignancy
potential. It usually originates from veins and very rarely from arteries. This case report presents a patient who underwent
femoral mass resection after multiple femoral artery interventions for coronary heart disease with a probable preoperative
diagnosis of pseudoaneurysm of the femoral artery. He had complete resection of the mass with corresponding segment of
femoral artery because of atypical gross appereance. The histopathology revealed an intravascular EHE with moderate
mitotic index and mild cellular abnormalities.
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